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Snuggle Those Plants Under Straw Mulch 

     Many gardeners use straw to 
mulch their plots, thereby retarding 
growth of weeds and retaining mois-
ture so that they can water less often.  
A huge benefit of using straw is the 
effect it has on the soil when it is tilled 
under in the fall, together with other 
light vegetable matter. 
     Our straw comes from a family 
business, Bartlett Hay and Feed Com-
pany in Falcon, CO.  BCGA will order 
straw for gardeners who want it.  To 
order it, send a check or money order 
made payable to Bear Creek Garden 
Association, to Post Office Box 38326, 
Colorado Springs, CO 80937.  Gar-
deners who want straw must do this 
right away when they receive this 
newsletter.  The check must be in the 
post office box no later than Saturday, 
May 18th.   The straw will be delivered 
and unloaded inside the truck gate on 
Friday, June 7. 
     How much straw do gardeners 
use?  Generally, one bale is sufficient 
for a half plot, two bales for a full plot.  

 

“I had thought about having my garden at 
home this year, because we moved to the 
flats (North End) in an area more condu-
cive to gardening, but I love the camara-
derie and knowledge base of the Bear 
Creek Gardeners.” 
                         - Heather Sena  
                           2019 BCGA Gardener 

Some gardeners use more.  Garden 
shops sell straw for a little more than 
$10, but cost saving is really not the 
main reason for ordering from 
BCGA.  After hauling a bale of straw 
in a car, the gardener will be picking 
straw out of the upholstery all sum-
mer.  Let the delivery truck do the 
hauling. 

 

Notes for New Gardeners 

     The early bird rarely gets the worm 
at the Charmaine Nymann Community 
Garden!  The National Weather Ser-
vice says that the average date of our 
last freeze is May 8th. 
     Don’t hurry into planting tender 
tomato, pepper, eggplant and tomatillo 
plants too early, as we are sure to still 
have some cold nights. Tender plants 
like tomatoes, peppers and eggplant 
should be set out around Memorial 
Day.  Protect tomatoes with Walls of 
Water and leave them on all summer. 
Milk jugs are OK for the rest. 
     Likewise, hold off on planting 
seeds for beans, squash and corn 
until the soil has a chance to warm up. 
Chilling can permanently damage 
these vegetables.  Those that do sur-
vive may not produce much.  
     Planting out cool weather plants 
such as broccoli, brussels sprouts, 
cabbage and kale purchased in a gar-
den shop is OK now, but they must be 
covered with a milk jug or other pro-
tection until they start to grow vigor-
ously. A good rule of thumb is to pro-
tect any plant started elsewhere.  

Straw arrives in early June 

HAS Plant Sale  May 17-18-19 

     The Horticultural Art Society (HAS) 
will hold its big spring plant sale on 
May 17-18-19 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(Sunday the sale closes at 4 p.m.) at 
the HAS Demonstration Garden in 
Monument Valley Park, 222 Mesa 
Road at Glen Avenue.   
     There is always a big selection of 
vegetables, flowers and herbs, with 
many knowledgeable HAS volunteers 
eager to answer questions.  The sale 
features perennial flowers, shrubs and 
even a section devoted to items dug 
and donated  by HAS members (such 
as irises, virginia creeper, berries).   
     A few weeks after the sale, HAS 
often donates leftover plants to 
BCGA.  If this happens again this 
year, gardeners will be notified by e-
mail when the plants are arriving.  
They are free to our gardeners. 

     The first Workday will be Satur-
day, May 18 from 8 a.m. to noon.  
We will be tackling the weeds that 
are sprouting vigorously in the park-
ing lot along the front fence, around 
the island and on the island (except 
for the flower bed at the west end).   
    Bring your own tools, sign in and 
out at the tent and help us keep the 
area looking good.  If you want to do 
volunteer work independently, spend 
some time on the parking lot and 
report your time to BCGA by e-mail. 

First Workday—May 18 

     The plant and tool sale will be held 
on Saturday, May 25 at the garden. 
Some gardeners grow extra seedlings 
at home to donate to our small sale.   
     Anyone with tools or garden equip-
ment they don’t need is invited to do-
nate them to the sale as well.  Prices 
are low and we do not advertise this to 
the public.   
     A tent and tables will be set up that 
morning.  Please bring donations be-
tween 8 and 9 a.m.  Volunteers will 
spend a little time pricing the items, 
and should be ready to sell by 9:30.  
     Sale ends at or before 11:30. a.m. 
BCGA will provide water, gardeners 
can bring a sack lunch and socialize if 
they wish.  All proceeds of this sale go 
to the Goat Fund to help us bring the 
goats back to Bear Creek Park this fall.   

Plant and Tool Sale May 25 

 

May 8—Registrations Update: 
 
BCGA is welcoming to the garden 43 
new gardeners and their helpers for 
a total of over 65 individuals.  At this 
time 2 full plots are still available. 
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Bear Creek Garden Association  
 

 
     BCGA runs the Charmaine Nymann 
Community Garden located in Bear 
Creek Regional Park in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. It is a Colorado  501
(c)(3)  tax exempt nonprofit corpora-
tion.  
 
     Members of the public can rent plots 
to grow organic vegetables for personal 
use and for donation to friends and 
charities. 
 
     The gardeners grow and donate 
thousands of pounds of produce to the 
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, the Springs 
Rescure Mission  and Colorado 
Springs Food Rescue each year. 
  
 

Contact us:  John Poyzer 576-2664   
                     Karen Stith  634-4433 

E-mail:   
          bearcreekgardens@yahoo.com 
 

Website:  www.bearcreekgardens.org   
 

Facebook:   
 

         Bear Creek Garden Association 

Garden Calendar 
 
May 18—Deadline—check  for order-
ing bales of straw must be in P.O. Box 
 
May 18 -  Workday at the Garden  
8:00  a.m.—12:00  noon. Please bring 
your own tools. 
 
May 25 - Plant and Tool Sale.  This 
small sale is for our gardeners, is not 
advertised to the public.  See p. 1. 
 
June 7 — Straw Delivery. 
 
June 15 - Workday at the Garden 8:00 
a.m.—12:00 noon. Please bring your 
own tools. 
 
Jun. 29-30— Friends of Extension 
(FOX) Garden Tour.  9 a.m.—3 p.m. 

 Goat Fund—King Soopers Program 
 

    Help us raise money to bring the 
goats back this year.  BCGA partici-
pates in the King Soopers Neighbor-
hood Rewards Program and receives 
a steady flow of reward funds based 
on how much our gardeners spend at 
King Soopers.  Please link your Loyal-
ty Card to BCGA.  (Loyalty Cards are 
available from Customer Service.) 
When you use it to get discounts at the 
store, your purchases will be added to 
our account. 
 
     To link your card to BCGA: 
—Go to www.kingsoopers.com 
—If you don’t have an account, create 
    one.  
—Click on “Welcome/ Sign In” (top 
    right) 
—Click on “Savings and Rewards” 
—Scroll down to “King Soopers Com- 
   munity Rewards. 
—Click on “Enroll Now” 
—Use Search to find BCGA by its full 
    name or by its number—TI166 
—Click on “Enroll” 
Done!  Click on Logout (upper right). 
 

                                     Thank you! 

FOX Garden Tour June 29-30 Includes Community Garden 

attended the showing of our film “A Gar-
den Experience” at the Nature Center in 
March and suggested that our garden 
would be a nice addition to program for 
the tour.  Thank you, Sandy Perry and 
FOX!  For more information, about the 
FOX  Tour, go to https://bit.ly/2VoYrkS 

     The Charmaine Nymann Commu-
nity Garden has been invited to par-
ticipate this year in the Friends of 
Extension (FOX) Garden Tour on 
June 29-30.  This will be the 9th an-
nual garden tour organized by the 
Master Gardeners of FOX to raise 
money for the Colorado State Univer-
sity Extension programs in our area.   
   This year’s tour is called “Westward 
Hoe—Taming the wild West Garden”.  
   It includes our community garden 
and eight private gardens on the 
West Side in Colorado Springs.   
    All of the gardens are open from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. both days. The tour is 
widely advertised.  Participants pur-
chase a wrist band for $20 at the first 
garden they choose to visit, and then 
can make their way through as many 
more of the gardens as they wish, 
over the two days of the tour.  It’s 
really fun! 
     On that weekend, our gardeners 
are encouraged to work on their plots 
some of the time between 9 a.m. and 
3 p.m. so that they can greet and talk 
to the visitors who will be walking 
around in the garden.  We also need 
volunteers to take turns sitting with a 
couple of Master Gardeners at the 
tent to be set up at our main gate. 
     Our volunteers will greet visitors 
and be available to show them 
around  and answer questions.   
     Shifts will be 9-11, 11-1 and 1-3 
both days.  If you would like to help, 
please send an e-mail to BCGA. Yes, 
this absolutely counts as volunteer 
work. 
     We also need to have the garden 
looking especially good that week-
end.  Please keep after the weeds in 
aisles near your plot, starting now.  
Get ‘em while they’re little. 
     This tour is wonderful publicity for 
our garden.  We were invited be-
cause a Master Gardener from FOX 

Please Plant A Row for the Zoo 

Question:  Can I put a layer of newspa-
pers under the mulch on my plot?  Af-
ter discussion, the board decided that 
this should not be permitted.  The 
mulch decomposes better in direct 
contact with soil.  In our dry climate, 
the paper is not going to decompose 
very well and may allow the mulch to 
blow around.  Finally, the paper and 
ink include materials we should not be  
incorporating in the soil. 

     Please plant some extra vegetables 
to give to the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo 
and Colorado Springs Food Rescue.  
Both organizations will start to pick up 
donations weekly by mid-late July. 
    All kinds of greens (chard, kale, let-
tuce, spinach) are very popular, as are 
beans, onions, zucchini, and later, corn, 
tomatoes and peppers.  
     Last year thousands of pounds of 
produce were sent to these two groups. 
     Our zoo docent gardener, Kay Gray, 
has made a chart of which vegetables 
are most popular and which areas of the 
Zoo receive them. It will be posted on 
the two gates by the main parking lot. 
     A short film on our website shows an 
elephant reaching over a wall to get  
one of our pumpkins from a keeper. The 
film was made when Char Nymann re-
tired from the garden in 2013. 


